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A

The Good News is that Jesus promised to be with us ‘to the end 
of time’
apostles learnt this lesson when they panicked in the waves 

got them back on course to go out and preach the Good News.
The lesson here for us is stay close to Jesus. Without Him in our 
lives we are in danger of panicking and making wrong decisions 
or thinking that we know best. There is only one way to reverse 

the current trend of Christianity bashing and that is to respond 
as Jesus would, through love and patience. Our whole existence 
should be an example of these virtues so that others may come 
to know the love of God in their lives.

a period of rest and refreshment the  encourages 

knowledge of Jesus so that we can become the 21st century 
witnesses to our needy world.

The  also asks for your prayers for Rev Deacon 
Stephen Talbutt who will be ordained priest for our diocese by 
Bishop Paul Swarbrick on 6 July in the Cathedral at Lancaster.
A momentous day and one that we should all rejoice in.
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Y

“From my position in the choir I was pleased to be able to
observe the event, so I happily obliged and am therefore
sending these pictures to you  which show how proud we are

19th May 2019.”                                                               

Refrain

Refrain

Refrain

Refrain
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To advertise please contact 
Charlotte on 07932 248225 

or email charlotter@cathcom.org
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One in four women and about one in six 

lifetime. Two women are killed every week 
in England by a partner or ex-partner.

Bishop John Sherrington, the bishop 
responsible for Day for Life in England 
and Wales, said:
 

against the scourge of domestic abuse. 
For those who are experiencing domestic 

abuse, the home is far from being a place 

and isolation. Domestic abuse is often a 
hidden problem, and our aim is for anyone 
experiencing domestic abuse to feel able 

in our churches which would be a step 
towards addressing this serious moral and 
social problem.’
 
The Secretariat of State of His Holiness 
Pope Francis sent the following message 
of support: ‘His Holiness Pope Francis 
sends his cordial best wishes to all those 
celebrating the 2019 Day for Life being 

Ireland. As they consider the theme of 

particular the shameful ill-treatment to 
which women are sometimes subjected 
(cf Amoris Laetitia, 54), His Holiness prays 

vulnerable of our brothers and sisters will 
bear much fruit and contribute to a growing 

exploitation. 

The responsibility to share the good news 
that every human life is beautiful and 
sacred is a noble calling, and the Holy 

strive to promote a culture of life, gladly 
imparting his Apostolic Blessing as a pledge 
of strength and peace in the Lord.’

The good work carried out by the 
National Board of Catholic Women and 
other groups is of vital importance.
 
Day for Life is celebrated yearly by the 
Catholic Church in Ireland, Scotland, 
England and Wales. It is a day dedicated 
to raising awareness about the meaning 
and value of human life at every stage 
and in every condition. 

More information about Day for Life can 
be found by visiting: 

Alexander DesForges, Director of News
- Bishops’ Conference Press secretary

to Cardinal Vincent Nichols

Our Lady’s Catholic High School

St Anthony’s Drive, Fulwood, Preston,

Lancashire PR2 3SQ

Headteacher:  Mr Nigel Ranson

Tel: 01772 326900

Email: admin@olchs.lancs.sch.uk

Web: http://www.olchs.lancs.sch.uk

Thinking of becoming a teacher? 
The Preston based Catholic Teaching Alliance

(CTA) is a partnership between 56 Catholic

primary and secondary schools and post-16

colleges led by Our Lady’s Catholic High School

with a shared vision and commitment to providing

first class, professional development for trainee

teachers, practising teachers and school leaders.

Contact:  01772 326931  

Email: CTAschooldirect@olchs.lancs.sch.uk

We would like to thank these
schools for always supporting

the paper. 

ST. MARY’S 
CATHOLIC 
ACADEMY

St. Walburga’s Road, 

Blackpool, 

FY3 7EQ

Headteacher:  

Mr Simon Eccles 

Tel: 01253 396286

Email: admin@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk

If your school

would like to do

the same please

contact Charlotte

on 07932 248225

or 01440 730399

or email

charlotter@

cathcom.org to

book your advert

Education Sunday will take place on

Sunday 8th September 2019.

It is a day of Celebration for all

those involved in Education.

It is an opportunity for Schools and

Parishes to come together to

celebrate and give thanks for all

the students, staff and parents

who work so hard in and for

Catholic Schools.

With this in mind we will be

celebrating Education Sunday in the

Schools section of the September

edition of the paper.

To book an advert

please contact

Charlotte on

07932 248225 

or 01440 730399 

or email

charlotter@cathcom.org
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Just as John the Baptist announced the 
arrival of Christ, so he does again, in our 
time, at the start of our pilgrimage . As 

(from other countries) the Canticle of 
Zechariah shone out in its wonder; 
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, he has 
visited His people and redeemed them!”
Leaving John’s birthplace we walk for 
a short while up an ancient hillside, 
surrounded by terraces of olive groves. 

Here lies the Church of the Visitation 
where a newly pregnant Mary and heavily 
pregnant Elizabeth meet on the hilltop, 
witnessed by the sheep and shepherds 

gives us those words so common to our 
tongue ‘Blessed art thou amongst women’. 
The response is cried out from every inch 
of this church; the great . My 

all who enter in that unconditional 
motherly love, celebrating the bringing 
forth of new life and the wonder of 
creation. As it did for John the Baptist, 
this church also provides sanctuary. 
Nestled within the lower chapel lies the 
stone which hid John the Baptist from 
Herod’s deathly decree. This stone worn 
by the millions of hands transmits the 
vibrations from every foot that has 
crossed this threshold. 

Next up was the Church of the Nativity 
and birth place of Christ. Getting to grips 
with crowds and multinational pilgrims 
was a constant task of these long tiring 
days! As we each move forward for the 
same purpose, conversations began in 

together by the love of Our Lord. In the 
chaos that is thousands of pilgrims, the 
place held grace and peace; overseen 
eagerly by a zealous Orthodox Monk! 
Descending into the crypt we see the 
twelve pronged star, to touch and be 
in the place where Our Lord came into 
this world! We were each swept up by 
sheer disbelief that we are here. The 
awesomeness of this moment was 
overwhelming as we entered where our 
God became incarnate and palpable. The 
wonder and disbelief became real; how 
did our Creator put so much trust in us 
(His creation) to give us himself as this 
tiny helpless babe?

Dinner was spent in the Shepherd’s Field. 
As a group we sat and discussed the 
day. Many were overwhelmed by their 
experiences. As we ate, we wondered 

2000 years ago would have eaten. 
We discussed how far they would be 
travelling, with their best lambs to arrive 
at Jerusalem’s temple ready for the 
Passover. Thousands of lambs would have 
been slaughtered that day. Imagine that! 
The temple would look less like a temple 
of our time, and more like a butchers 
shop! Our table discussions held the 
same threads of wonder and honour and 
privilege. This faith we believe is real! It 
comes alive in physical form in front of 

us. Us, mere mortals, being given the 
opportunity to touch the place of God! 

A new morning brings us to the Wailing 
Wall at Pesach (Passover) and Sabbath. 
Here we share a special peaceful moment 
with the tormented chosen race. Whilst 
this wall is only the retaining wall of 
the temple that would have dominated 
Jerusalem 2000 years ago, it stands tall 
with stone bricks so large they drown us 

and steeped with so much history. 

For the Jews, this wall is beyond sacred. 
They believe this wall gives them direct 
access to God and so will come from all 
over the world to visit this wall. The wall 
is treated as a temple and before we 
approach we are separated into male and 
female, and given the relevant headwear. 

The atmosphere is quiet, prayerful, 
friendly, inclusive and relaxed. We edge 
forward and get to stand alongside our 
fellow sisters holding and praying at 
the wall. The wall tells the history of its 
pain. Over 2000 years later and this wall 
is still weeping!!!!! It weeps for all it has 
witnessed; the rise and fall of its people, 

rejection. It also weeps for the troubled 
land on which it stands. The wall also 
tells of hope. Into the tiniest of crevices 
there are papers, prayers of those who 
have visited. There is a presence far larger 
than humanity here and as swifts dance 
with joy above our heads we leave feeling 

isn’t just a holy site for the Jews, but for us 
Christians too. Here Christ was presented 
to as a baby; here He got lost and was 
found teaching and arguing with the 
priests, here He was condemned.

From the Mount of Olives overlooking 
the city, we stopped at Pater Noster 
- the place where Jesus Christ taught 
the disciples the Our Father before 
descending down the Palm Sunday and 
Passion Route. Along this hillside we take 
in Dominus Flevit. Here we’re told by the 
Gospels that Jesus wept for Jerusalem; 
but I’m sure he wept for us all. The view 
of the city dominated the horizon, the 
Kidron valley, the city of David. The view 
reminds us of the endurance of the 
passion and the lengths Christ went to 
to free us. Mass was celebrated outside 
in the garden overlooking the Jerusalem. 
People passed us, some stopped to sing. 
Mass outside is always moving and 
something very special. Jesus wasn’t the 
only one who wept there! 

Towards the foot of the mount, as the 
sounds and smells of the city begin to 

of Gethsemane. The stillness of this 
garden echos the peace Jesus sought 
before he faced his passion ahead. As 
a child when we feel frightened or low, 
we turned to our parents for refuge. As 
adults we turn to those around us whom 
we love and trust. Here Jesus took his 
friends, his brothers and sisters in faith 
to a place of refuge. As we touch the 
stone where Jesus knelt, where in his 
anguish he sweated blood, we feel the 
place where Jesus sought the love and 
guidance of his father. The All Nations 
Church was breathtaking! Grace and 

being celebrated in Chinese reminding us 



of the multiple faces of Catholicism. Both 

of us with overwhelming sadness. Here 
Jesus witnessed the diminishing hope 
in humanity. Here He lessened himself 
so God can do more. Here He began his 
surrender; giving everything over to the 
Father out of love for us all. 

Church of St Peter Gallicantu marks the 
place of Peter’s denial. It is also the site 
of Caiaphas palace, where Jesus was 
lowered down through a narrow opening 
into a stone pit before being lifted out to 
beaten. The stone cell was oppressive. 
Sitting in the corner you could imagine 
the eeriness of the darkness, the chaos 
of the mind and pain of the body, 
exhausted; not knowing when next you 
are going to be dragged out to be beaten 
again. Here too was a place commonly 

where arms would have been held, the 
smooth shiny stone below speaks of 
hundreds of knees dragging as men were 

We know that Christ received over 120 
lashes by the time he was nailed to the 
cross, bearing more than any human 
could dare. From this point of exhaustion 
and dehydration he began his passion 
walk. His torture was present till the 
very last breath at the ninth hour. Before 
his last breath, Jesus endured a walk of 
shame with his cross through the narrow 
streets of Jerusalem. He experienced
over eighteen hours of vicious torture to
save humanity. Sometimes I wonder

if humanity is really worth saving. 
We followed the Via Dolorosa, ending 
our stations of the cross at the Holy 
Sepulchre. This church houses Calvary 
and the burial place of Christ. Naturally 
this is the busiest place in the whole of 
Jerusalem. The jostle to the tomb was 
hard as not everyone was willing to wait 
their turn. The Devil certainly was at 
work here sending people in to jump the 
queues and push, to make pilgrimages 
angry. What better way to become 
disillusioned by Christianity than to see 
fellow brothers and sister misbehaving 
in the name of Christ? What better way 
to try to get us to turn away from the 
most blessed place of Christianity, the 
foundation block of our faith. After hours 
of waiting we were given permission to 
enter the inner sanctum. Like many other 
holy places the doorway was tiny. It forces 
us all to our knees to walk humbly in front 
of the Lord. Once in the tomb, kneeling 
in front of it wasn’t really an option. 
Overwhelmed with emotion and elation, 
you simply fall to you knees. Here is the 
birth place of Christianity! Us mortals are 
here in this immortal place of God!

Like all the sites in Jerusalem it was hard 

everywhere was bustling and crowded. 

But watching the sheer numbers of 
pilgrims visiting is a prayer in itself. This 

all four corners of the globe to be here!
Editor’s note: We will continue this 
pilgrimage journey in our September 
edition.                          Lisa Vallente-Osborne 

Our Lady’s Catholic College

Open Evening
Thursday 19th September 2019 at 5:30pm

All welcome
Morecambe Road,  Lancaster, LA1 2RX

Headteacher:Mrs Helen Seddon

Tel: 01524 66689 
email: main@olcc.lancs.sch.uk

Unable to attend our Open Evening?  
Please give us a ring and Mrs Seddon will be pleased to show you 

around at a time convenient for you.
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SELF STORAGE

Secure Units Available
Sizes To Suit All Needs

Competitive Rates
From as little as £5 per

week
Open 7 Days

Also Caravan/Car/Boat Storage

Curly Tail Storage, Park Lane,
Forton

Tel: 01524 791837
www.curlytailstorage.co.uk
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Boarbank Hall

Contact: Sr Marian
Boarbank Hall, Grange over Sands, 
Cumbria,  LA11 7NH
Telephone: 015395 32288
Website: www.boarbankhall.org.uk

Canonesses of St Augustine 
of the Mercy of Jesus

“She who accepts the common 
life possesses God” St Augustine

A Warm Welcome to Everyone
Prayer • Community • Hospitality 
• Care of the poor and sick
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she has a great support network including a brother- in- law 
and sister who are her Deputies. She also has four nephews and 
nieces and three great nephews and nieces. 

Ann is really looking forward to her service as Mayor,  meeting 
people from all walks of life, promoting the numerous 
volunteers involved in the many organisations in Wyre and 
promoting the opportunities in Wyre Borough for the socially 
isolated.  

Ann said 
in the activities of communities experience the community spirit 

people and the environment. I see the Mayoral role as a great 

A catholic from birth Ann’s faith has always been important 
to her. She said “I am highly principled with a strongly developed 
sense of justice and fairness.   I believe that with rights comes 
responsibility and I have felt extraordinarily fortunate and grateful 

for the upbringing my parents gave me and for the family I have. 
My family are a constant source of support and encouragement. 
But I am well aware that there are vast numbers of people who are 
socially isolated or victims of circumstance because of their colour, 
faith or some other form of diversity. I believe strongly in an all 

into contact with feels valued as indeed they should. The unique 
opportunity I have now as First Citizen of the Borough will give me a 
platform me to do this in a more obvious way.”

A Civic Mass was celebrated at English Martyrs by Fr John Walsh. 
The Mass was very well attended with parishioners, friends, 
fellow councillors, aldermen and visiting mayors attending.
Away from the Council Ann’s interests include  spending 
time with the family, especially the youngsters, world travel, 
especially to less well known places, and continuing her interest 
in education by sitting on the Lancashire and Blackpool Appeals 
Panels and serving as a Governor at Cardinal Allen High School, 
Fleetwood, as well as supporting animal welfare.

The Lady Mayor 
with her Deputies
& Chief Executive.

The Lady Mayor 
with friends
& family.

WILLIAM HOUGHTON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

An Independent Catholic Family Firm
Serving our community for over 100 years

259 Garstang Road, Fulwood, PR2 9XL
Tel: 01772 788020

www.williamhoughtonfunerals.co.uk

To advertise please
contact contact Charlotte

Rosbrooke on 07932
248225 or email

charlotter@
cathcom.org
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Certainly, the most striking feature 
of our spiritual life is the use of the 
“Extraordinary Form” of the Roman 
Liturgy, or Latin Mass.  While some might 
be tempted to think this liturgy would 
only appeal to those who remember it 
from before the Council, it has in fact 
proved a wonderful tool of evangelisation 
for the youth as well.  In these times 
marked by continuous noise and the 
frenetic pursuit of all that is new, the 
liturgy opens a window for people of all 
ages on to that which is timeless, as well 

silence and beauty.

Our vocation is no less marked by our 
emphasis on community life and on the 
spirituality of St. Francis de Sales, known 
as the Doctor of Charity.  This spirituality, 
presented especially in St. Francis’ 
Introduction to the Devout Life, seeks to 
make the practice of the love of God and 
neighbour accessible to all people in all 
states of life.  Not everyone is called to 
travel the world preaching the Gospel or 
to perform miracles, but each and every 
one of us has a cross to bear in life and 
work to accomplish for the Kingdom
of God.

Thanks be to God, we are receiving new 
labourers for the reign of Jesus Christ: our 
international seminary in Florence, Italy 

Photos : ‘Courtesy 
of Bishop’s Blog’

sisters continue to receive several new 
postulants each year.  Certainly, this is 
the result of God’s grace and continual 
prayer.  

In each of our apostolates throughout 
the world, we attempt to live this 
vocation to prayer while maintaining an 
active ministry. This is why, for example, 
we keep our churches in Preston open 
everyday in order that the house of God 
may be a “
21:13).  Likewise, in addition to the Mass, 

Vespers, and Compline (the morning and 
evening prayers)
the graces of Holy Mass to all hours and 
sanctify them through the recitation 
of the Psalms and Spiritual Canticles of 
the Bible. We are fortunate to have our 
Sister Adorers there to add their voices to 
the Divine Worship and, hopefully, if the 
saying is true, by singing well they pray 
twice! Finally, but no less importantly, we 
generally provide an hour of eucharistic 
adoration and confessions each day.  

During the divine praises after 
benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
we close with the urgent petition “O Lord, 
send us many holy priests and religious 
vocations!” In our UK province, God has 
already begun to answer this prayer.  

Four young men have already entered 
the seminary from the UK and we have 
three more in residence who will be 
entering soon. Since 2017, the Presbytery 
of St. Walburge’s has also served as a 
house of discernment for those who are 
considering entering the seminary.

Enquiries into vocations with the Institute 
can be made by email 

Canon Tanner
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Mass Listings – July & August 2019

St John Vianney, Marton, Blackpool

Mondays: 12.00 noon; Fridays: 6.30 pm

Shrine Church of St Walburge, Preston

Mondays – Fridays: 8.30 am Low Mass  

Saturdays: 10.30 am Low Mass 

Sundays: 10.30 am, Sung Mass

Shrine of the English Martyrs, Preston 

Mondays – Fridays: 12 noon, Low Mass

Saturdays: 10.00 am, Low Mass

Sundays: 9.00 am, Low Mass

Sunday 7th July at 3.00 pm

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

St Mary's Hornby

Please note that there will not be a Mass at Hornby

in August

Mass is also celebrated every Sunday at 8.30 am at St Mary Magdalene, Leyland Road, 

Penwortham and 11.30 am at St Catherine Labouré, Stanifield Lane, Leyland.

Local Representatives: Bob & Jane Latin

Telephone: 01524 412987

Email: lancaster@lms.org.uk

Website: latinmasslancaster.blogspot.com

To advertise please
contact contact Charlotte

Rosbrooke on 07932
248225 or email

charlotter@
cathcom.org
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Catholic charity the St Vincent de Paul 
Society (SVP) is well known for providing 
friendship through visiting people in 
need. But there is also friendship to 
be found between members of an SVP 
Conference itself. For those people 
wanting to join the Society who do not 
have time to visit parishioners in their 
homes, there is also the option of joining 

president or treasurer for example, 
using your skills and talents to help your 
Conference. It’s a great way to meet 
people and be a friend.

Being a Non-Visiting member is less 
demanding in terms of time commitment 
but Non-Visiting members are very 
much needed to support our work. 
Secretary, Treasurer and other positions 
are key roles in which it is possible make 
a valuable contribution. All expenses 
are paid and training is also provided. 
You would also have the support of SVP 

website: svp.org.uk. These non-visiting 
roles are often just as vital as visiting 
members are to the local community and 

in the local community or on a wider 
diocesan level. A keen example of this is 
that within the Central Council the roles 
of Secretary and Treasurer are being held 
by the same person, if you feel that you 

whether visiting or non-please do not 
hesitate to get in touch with the Central 
Council President, Bill Rogerson on 

billr@svp.org.uk. If your parish does not 
have an SVP presence while also a local 
need for charity and combatting isolation 
then please do get in touch for more 
information as to how we can support 
you in getting something started.  Jon 
Cornwall the Head of Membership is keen 
to respond to any and all questions that 
members and potential members may 
have and is ready to send any materials 
and support which you may need to help 
you to grow local groups. Please feel free 
to contact him through jonc@svp.org.uk  
or use his mobile number 07703 321689

It has also transformed the way Catholics 
are perceived in the media, winning the 
backing of bishops and broadcasters 
alike. Fired by the UK example, the project 
has spread abroad, with CV groups 
trained by the coordinators in Spain, 
Mexico, Ireland, Poland, Lithuania, Chile, 
USA, Australia and Venezuela.
In the UK since 2010, our trainings 
have meant that over 100 Catholic 
Voices speakers have made over 
1,200 appearances on TV and radio 
programmes, commenting and debating 
the Church’s positions on a large range 

launch in 2017 of our ‘Public Speakers’ 
Programme’ we have delivered nearly 
600 workshops or talks speaking to 
over 100,000 people in a variety of 
contexts including parishes, schools and 
universities.

The vision of CV is expanding in the UK, 
the heart of the project remains our 
ambition to create a growing number 
of trained Catholic Voices (CVs). The 

is geared towards creating the next 
generation of Catholic Public Speakers 
who, together with the existing teams, 
make themselves available to speak 
in parishes, schools, chaplaincies and 
deliver workshops (some of whom may 
then go on to appear in the media). The 
‘Public Speakers’ Programme’ aims to 
give world class training to ordinary 
Catholics so they have the skills to 
become public speakers 

information about Catholic Voice visit our 
website: ).
 

• This year, as in previous years, is
 focusing exclusively on training
 people to give talks and presentations
 as well as workshops on how to more

• The training is free of charge, but
 participants coming from outside
 London are expected to pay for their
 travel and accommodation costs
 if they are able (if not, subsidies are
 available).

• Applications from practising,
 thoughtful, engaging, committed
 Catholics of all ages and states of
 life (married, single, lay, religious,
 etc.) who are willing to learn how to
 put the Church’s case in compelling
 ways are welcomed.

• A detailed ‘Notes for Applicants’
 sheet will be emailed to you. There is
 an application and interview process.

• Bear in mind that, if this is for you,
 that an up-front commitment to the
 MAJORITY of the training programme
 is required, which means being
 available at the very minimum on
 both the Saturday training days, as

 Thursday evenings. You will also need
 to be available for one of the interview
 dates.

•  Interviews (held in central London):
 2nd, 3rd, 4th or 5th September

• If you think you might like to be a CV,
 email info@catholicvoices.org.uk
 for an application form and the ‘Notes
 for Applicants’ sheet.

• Applications close 31 August 2019.
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Church Supplies
– serving Schools, Business and Homes

Complete 
pest control 

solutions
call

School building work and
refurbishment/ conversion, building

and joinery work, extensions,
alterations & repairs, loft conversions,

replacement doors 
and windows

Builders Yard,  66 Marsden Street, 
Kirkham,  Preston PR4 2TH
Tel: (01772) 684489  
Fax: (01772) 671486

email: admin@jeharrison.co.uk
www.jeharrisonbuilders.co.uk

To advertise please contact 
Charlotte Rosbrooke on 
07932 248225 or email

charlotter@cathcom.org

Church Pews Uncomfortable?
Why not try 

top quality upholstered foam pew cushions?

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,

Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

www.safefoam.co.uk

Freephone 0800 015 44 33

Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote LV101

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC PLUMBING, 
HEATING & GAS WORK, GLAZING, GUTTERING, 

DRAINAGE & JETTING SERVICES.

enquiries@wmwilding.co.uk

Moorbrook House, 84 Moorbrook Street,
Preston PR1 7EX

Tel/Fax: (01772) 253127
• Established Over 60 Years •


